POIN แพ แท ก 


peat tit 


P ๑ 
x 


<7 หี 


TN | 
i y? 
HH 


46 
pas 


เว 


> 
SI 
จ 


เณ แน แน น 


April 1974 


Editor: Ken Prideaux- Brune 
Associate Editor: Huw Gibbs 
Designer: Michael F Hill MSTD 


Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1 To build friendships across the barriers that divide man 
from man. 


2 To give personal service. 


3 To find their own convictions while always being willing 
to listen to the views of others. 


4 To work for the building of that better world which has 
been called the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points—to think fairly. 


On the cover: 

Happy faces at the New Year's Party of the Toc H Hackney old people's lunch club. An article on the work of 
Prideaux House begins on page 70. 

Photo: Hackney Gazette 


Point Three is available from Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire HP22 6BT 
(Tel: 3911). Single copies 7p; 10 or more copies sent to the same address 6p each. 


Letters and articles are welcomed and should be addressed to the Toc H Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6BT. Opinions expressed are those of the individua! contributors and not necessarily those of 
the Toc H Movement. 


Advertising: Display and classified advertisements are included in this magazine. Full rates and data can be obtained from 
the editorial office, 
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VIEW POINT 


Planners exist for people; and yet too often 
plans for new communities are drawn up with 
no apparent consideration of the social implica- 
tions, Concrete jungles have been with us for 
long enough for the social costs to ไว 6 depress- 
ingly obvious, but developments still go up 
without community facilitics and with in- 
adequate consideration of people’s needs. ‘The 
lessons just don’t seem to have been absorbed. 
This is not simply a clash between unquantifi- 
able concepts like human happiness and the 
planners’ passion for a tidy solution. The cost 

of concrete jungles can he expressed in economic 
terms. T'he years of vandalism, delinquency and 
mental illness have surely cost more (talking in 
terms simply of hard cash) than the provision 
of pubs, corner shops and community centres 
would have done, 


A public inquiry into proposals for the re- 
development of a small corner of the London 
Borough of Lambeth provides current evidence 
of the continuing insensitivity of planners to the 
needs of the people they are supposed to serve. 
The area concerned has ล high proportion of 
elderly people and ล remarkably stable popu- 
lation. A survey conducted by the local com- 
munity association (no survey was conducted 
by the Planning or Housing Departments, and 
the only detailed figures presented at the public 
inquiry were those put forward by this volun- 
tary body) showed that 64 per cent of the 
elderly have lived in the area for over 50 years, 
and 85 per cent have lived in the area for over 
30 years. ‘Many’, says the survey report, ‘are 
living in the house in which they were born.’ 


Asa result, networks of friendship have been 
built up. Seventeen per cent went so far as to 
say that they relied on the help of friends or 
neighbours in the ordinary business of living; 
46 per cent have relatives living within the 
proposed redevelopment area, “At present,’ says 
the survey report, ‘the Social Services are only 
minimally involved... We predict that these 
statistics will rise significantly if the present 
support given by the informal network ceases 
to be available as a result of redevelopment,’ 


No one disputes that action of some kind is 
urgently needed, Proposals for redeveloping the 
area were first put forward in 1958. The houses 


are old and mostly in a bad state of repair. 

A redevelopment scheme would undoubtedly 
make it possible to increase the number of 
houses on the site (although the Flousing De- 
partment was unable to provide the public 
inquiry with a detailed estimate of housing 
gain). The community association simply 
suggests that the advantages of housing gain 
be weighed against the social costs of breaking 
up an established community; points out that, 
although the area at present has 20 small shops 
which not only supply a service but also act as 
focal points for the community, the plans con- 
tain no provision at all for shopping facilities; 
and asks whether a mixture of new building 
and rehabilitation of existing property, which 
would makc it possible for residents to remain 
in the area if they wish, would not be a more 
humane, and more economical, solution in this 
particular instance. 


The association’s newsletter puts it this way: 
‘At a time when all the pundits bemoan the 
impersonality and lack of community spirit in 
our large cities to describe the break-up of this 
living community as “thoughtless” would surely 
be the understatement of the year.’ 


If Toc H is to be true to its belief in human 
valucs and the importance of personal relation- 
ships it must surely be concerned with issues 
such as these, even when this means a head-on 
clash with the local authority. One of the 
lessons of the specific example T have quoted, 
incidentally, is that the local authority is not 
always a monolithic body. The Housing De- 
partment, particularly in an area of acute 
housing shortage like Lambeth, must rightly 
be concerned to secure the maximum housing 
gain. The Social Services and Health Depart- 
ments, on the other hand, will have to bear the 
strain if the social implications are not con- 
sidered. Our role may well be, therefore, to 
add the outside weight which may just tip the 
scales in an interdepartmental battle. 


‘Planners exist for people.’ To turn this slightly 
tongue-in-cheek statement with which I began 
into a fact should surely be one of the aims of 


this Movement. 
K P-B 


-” - 


i Good news from the Yorkshire coalfield 


A playscheme in the summer of 1972 at Thorne Moor Lag nean ซั ฟั ร was 
the starting point for a community development and เอ ท แอ ง เล ป m the 
heart of the Yorkshire coalfields on the lines suggested in Strategy for the Seventies, 
This development is in Knottingley, one of the five mining towns - the others being 
Normanton, Castleford, Featherstone and Pontefract. Vivian Sharman, Centra] 


Councillor for Leeds, describes the initial stages. 


In December 1972 Mr Paul Henderson, a 

แร น ห community liaison officer of the West Riding 
PROVISION County Council Social Services Department 
based on Pontefract, having heard of the 
Thorne playscheme, contacted Bill Bains of the 
Northern Regional staff. As a result, in January 
1973 Bill toured the five mining towns which 
comprise Paul’s area, At Knottingley Paul 
arranged a mecting between Bill and the vicar, 
the Rev Stuart Pearson, who as a student was a 
member of the Durham University Toc H 
group. At the meeting it was learned that a 
small group of people were trying to develop a 
spirit of community in a housing estate known 
as Simpson Lane. 


The growth of the estate followed the opening 
ofa colliery which draws its labour force from 
various parts of the country, and as yet has 
developed little sense of community, The situ- 
ation is complicated by three other factors. 
Firstly, the new colliery there has a large turn- 
over in the work force and little of the usual 
cohesion between the men. Secondly, this ts 
reflected among the families on the estate. 
Thirdly, there is in the main no co-operation 
and little communication between the host 
community in Knottingley and the new estate, 
A great deal of supicion and misunderstanding 
between these various groups have grown up 
during the four years. The situation is further 
complicated by the geography of Knottingley 
which is strung out along a main trunk road, 
with the new estate on the west or Pontefract 
side and the established community on the cast, 
or Goole side. 


During the tour Bill met an industrial chaplain 
to the NCB, the Rev Mike Diggle, and the 
curate of Knottingley, the Rev Ray Adair, both 
of whom have proved valuable in making 
contacts. Mike Diggle has become a member 
of Toc H and is considering an invitation 10 


A welcome break during the clean-up operation at 
the former grocer’s shop which has been made 
available to the group as a temporary base. The 
group hopes to use the premises as a community 
centre for the old people. Photo: Yorkshire Post 
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become Area padre, It was felt that help was 
needed from members of existing branches. 
Ernest Dransfield, Alwyne Booth, Eric Key- 
worth and David Milnes from Kimberworth 
(Rotherham) and Eric Albbiss and myself from 


Wakefield became involved. ‘These six members 
agreed to form a development group to work 

in Knottingley. We meet on a fortnightly basis 
in a room which is provided free of charge, in 
order to establish a Toc H group. The offer was 
made by the Rev Stuart Pearson who has also 
offered any further help we might need, This 
has enabled the group to get to know at first 
hand both Knottingley and its problems. 


In the summer of 1973 further progress was 
made, Bill was able to help with two events. 
The first was an outing to Bridlington for 
elderly houscbound people, Bridlington branch 
providing tea in their branch room, and enter- 
tainment. The second event should prove 
instrumental in establishing a complete unit in 
Knottingley, Early in the summer Bill, Ray 
Adair and Paul Henderson had made plans for 
a two-week playscheme in August. When the 
playscheme ended the helpers felt they did not 
want to disband, and so in September a Youth 
Action Group was formed. The group decided 
that their special interest would be mentally 
handicapped children. Since then four of the 
group have become Toc H members, and 
officers have been elected. During October 

a discotheque was held, attended by 120 young 
people. This raised £10 which went towards 
the cost of a party for mentally handicapped 
children in January of this year, Youth Action 
organised this entirely and even undertook 
their own baking! In the previous November a 
gilt shop had been opened which contributed 
£15 to the fund. 


The opening of this charity shop was the first 
function to be held on the premises obtained 
from the local authority, The property is in an 
old part of Knottingley duc for redevelopment. 
It adjoins a housing area for older people. The 
building was formerly a grocer’s shop, with 
useful outbuildings. Rates have to be paid, but 
as Toc H is classified as a charity there ts a 

50 per cent reduction. The property has a 
possible life of 12 to 24 months which should 
allow enough time to get established. The hope 
is to provide a community centre in the fullest 
sense, Youth Action use the outbuildings for a 
meeting room and social activities. It is pro- 
posed to use the main premises as a mecling 
place with reading and social rooms and cups 
of tea for the older people near by. More 
ambitiously, it is hoped to be able to provide 
meals. 


The property necds a great deal of renovation. 
Earlier in the year eight boys from Pollington 
Borstal had helped clear a derelict site on the 
Simpson Lanc Estate in preparation for an 


adventure playground, and they again came to 
our aid. Towards the end of October two of the 
boys joined the Youth Action Group on a weck- 
end at the Toe H Colsterdale Centre. The boys 
are at present engaged in making a notice 
board and are being asked if they could paint 
the outside of the shop in Toc H livery, It is 
hoped that relations will grow so that Youth 
Action members can visit the Borstal for social 
evenings. 


One setback to our plans is that it has heen 
found necessary to rewire the building through- 
out, but we are able to proceed with this costly 
operation thanks once more to the generous 
financial help of Bridlington and Huddersfield 
Districts. We are also grateful for the practical 
help of Ken Marsh of Doncaster branch, Ken 
proposes to do the work in such a way that 
when we move it will be possible to transfer the 
wiring to, say, the Colsterdale Centre. 


We have not got very far along the road yct, 
but a bridgehead has been established. One 
noteworthy fact is that what progress has been 
achieved would not have been possible without 
the broadly based help received, involving 
more than one branch and District-proof that 
Toc H works as a family. Despite setbacks and 
disappointments Youth Action has given the 
lead and set the pace. The management team’s 
support will be shown by keeping up with the 
impetus set and going full steam ahead with 
the work in hand. This is the way extension 
will ไว 6 achieved; the guide lines are the Four 
Points. The hard work is yet to be done. We 
need your prayers. {] 


Welcome Point 


The following branches elected new 

members during February: 

5—Criccieth (m), Walton (Somerset) (w). 

4— Anstey (m), Wimborne (j). 

2—Central, Falmouth (w). 

1—Aigburth (w), Bala (w), Brighton (w), 
Bromborough (w), Burraton (m), Dolgellau 
(m), Dover (w), Ealing (w), Earley (m), 
Eastbourne (j), Hayle (w), Holland on Sea 
(w), Kendal (m), Marshalswick (j), Milford 
on Sea (j), Oadby (j), Peterborough (m), 
Peterborough (w), Preston Park (j), 
Rushden (m), Scottish Area, South Shields 
(w), Tavistock (m), Uckfield (m), Wem (j). 

We extend a warm welcome to the 47 new 

members. 
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THE MAIN RESOLUTION 4 


Keith Beck 


We pledge ourselves to strive- 
To listen now and always for the voice of God 


As we have already seen, to be in Toc H is to 
be engaged in a commitment to s/rife-to fight 
selfishness in all its forms. It is also a commit- 
ment to strive-and to strive is ‘to struggle after 
an ideal, to engage in strife with, contend 
against’ (Oxford Dictionary). In other words, 
we are pledged by the Main Resolution to 
attempt something which may ไว 6 far from easy 
for any of us, however much we like to think of 
ourselves as well on the road and able to lay 
down the law about Toc H to others. One of 
the most important statements in Strategy for the 
Seventies is that we are all engaged in learning 
all the time, that we can never claim to have 
‘arrived’, Toc H is both a ‘continuous Icarning 
process’ and a continual striving. 


First and foremost, we are pledged to strive ‘to 
listen now and always for the voice of God’. 
Let it be said plainly, right away, that this is 
very different from saying that we are pledged 
to study the Bible (or the Koran or any other 
work of religious authority), Nor does it pledge 
us, necessarily, to long sessions of meditation; 
though that is not to say that it would not do 
all of us good at times to be quiet and ‘simply 
sit and think’, We pledge ourselves to attempt 
‘to listen now and always’-something which 
echoes the traditional words of Christian 
worship, ‘that we should at all times and in all 
places’. It is a good reminder that God is not 
confined to times and buildings which are 
labelled ‘religion’. We have to ไว 6 prepared for 
the voice of God-the demands of 1 อ ง ๑ -10 speak 
to us in some most unusual ways and in language 
which is quite definitely not at all religious, 


Many of us have become so conditioned by our 
upbringing and experiences within the tradi- 
tional pattern of church life and worship, that 
we are prevented by it all from recognising the 
voice of God when we hear it. It is a paradox 
but a fact that those with little orthodox reli- 
gious background may be able to hear the 
voice of God better at times than those of us 
within the tradition. We are prevented by our 
expecting God always to speak in religious 
terms, using religious language, on a religious 
wavelength, On occasions freak atmospheric 
conditions have resulted in continental radio or 
TYV programmes being received on what every- 


one knows is normally BBC 1 or ITV channels: 
it is quite useless saying it can’t happen, that 
this is always ‘Coronation Street’ or ‘Panorama’; 
the fact remains that it is French TV. So with 
our striving to listen to the voice of God-it may, 
and often does, spcak when we fondly imagine 
we are safely switched over to the channel 
marked science, or drama, or music, or ‘News 


at Ten’. 


Without ‘plugging’ the Bible, a study of 
Jeremiah, the Old Testament prophet, might 
help us to understand what is involved. He was 
a man whose listening to the voice of God was 
done in the reali of the international affairs of 
his time: his striving was to listen to what God 
had to say in the diplomatic encounters and 
conferences. 


Music, poctry, drama—whether live or on TV- 
are ways in which God can speak. ‘Cathy come 
home’ brought the voice of God, demanding 
love and compassion, to thousands who had 
never heard a sermon in their whole life. The 
novelist, however profane and secular, may be 
the means by which God speaks, as may be the 
film made from a novel. Cry ‘he beloved country, 
written by a South African member of Toc H, 
was the voice of God speaking a message of 
justice and shame to many who read the book 
or saw the film, That documentary which you 
watched last weck-on housing in the twilight 
areas of our cities, or perhaps it was on marriage 
breakdowns-did that say something, did it 
demand something from you? If so, was it the 
voice of tove—was it the voice of God? 


Perhaps, without realising it, the most common 
way in which the voice of God attempts to 
reach us is in the lives of ordinary people-in 
their experience, in their faith, in their need. 
To pledge ourselves to listen for the voice of 
God must mean that we are willing to do what 
another classic Toc H statement says, ‘to listen 
hospitably and humbly to everyman’s story’— 
even if we run the risk of boredom or the 
amused scorn of the world because we pay as 
much attention to dustmen as we do to dukes. 
After all, we are also pledged ‘to reckon nothing 
of the world’s opinion’, 


“It is of the greatest importance that humanity should now and again take out its beliefs for 


Spring-cleaning’. Julian Huxley 


Things have not gone well in this country of 
ours these past few months, It is high time we 
all had second and decper thoughts about life 
itself, its meaning and its purpose. Of the 
millions of words written about our present 
crisis, none seemed to have so clearly the ring 
of truth as those of Bishop F R Barry in The 
Times of 15 December: ‘We arc up against it, 
and what we are up against is nothing less than 
the sovereignty of God.’ 


Yes, this is God’s world and not ours, Man is 
by nature dependent upon God and must learn 
to live by His laws. It is as simple as that, and 
as difficult. Now we seem to have come to the 
end ofan era, and our greedy civilisation shows 
signs of collapsing, as many have donc before. 
Some years ago Dr Arnold Toynbee reminded 
us that 14 of the 21 civilisations this planet has 
known have perished. They werc instruments 
which God could no longer use. 


What about our own? Is it likely to survive? 
Does it deserve to do so? Only time will tell, 
and Tubby used to say, ‘Time is Godl’s patience.’ 
He is always calling mankind into unity with 
Himself, and it may well be that what we are 
all experiencing now are the birth pangs of a 
new age. We can only wonder, 


I often wonder, too, why it is that there are so 
many nice people in the world and yet the 
world itself is so cruel! Is it because we don’t 
love our country or believe in our democratic 
way of life sufficiently to take an active interest 
in its leadership, and as a result positions of 
power get into selfish or inefficient hands? 
There certainly seems to me to he evidence of 
this in local government, in the trade unions 
and perhaps even in religious life, Or is it 
because, at the pace life is lived today, we 
seldom get to know each other properly, Many 
years ago Barkis said that Toc H stands for “1 ๐ 
conquer hate’, and ‘to conquer hate would be 
to end the strife of all the ages, but for men to 
know one another is not difficult and it is half 
the battle.’ But under modern conditions it is 


NOW & AGAIN 


Brian Dickson 


difficult, very difficult, for folk really to gct to 
know cach other, and thus the art of creative 
friendship suffers, We cannot get to know cach 
other through windscreens on the motorways 
at 70 mph, or even 50, or living in high-rise 
flats, or in overcrowded tubes and buses in the 
rush hour, Again I remember Barkis saying 
that speed is damaging our gift of sight. But if 
the present generation arc going to help each 
other plan a new world, fit for children to be 
born into, their minds must mect and they must 
discover together their common humanity and 
the meaning of life itself. 


This, surely, is the task facing Toc H in the 
70s, to accept the responsibility of leadership 
in every sphere of life, especially in the un- 
ending search for truth, and to practise at every 
opportunity the creative art of friendship. And 
what fun it can be, as many of us older folk 
have found in years gone by.4] 


One more paragraph, please, Mr Editor! 

To those who like wondering about the future, 
as I do, may I suggest that on their next visit 
to the library they should ask for Small is 
Beautiful: a study of economics as if people mattered, 
by E J Schumacher, published recently (at 
£3:75) by Blond Briggs. Dr Schumacher was 
economic adviser to the National Coal Board 
from 1960 to 1970 and is obviously a convinced 
Christian. His thesis in this prophetic book is 
that mankind is being distorted by the worship 
of cconomic growth; that Western man is far 
too clever to be able to survive without wisdom; 
and that our difficulties and dangers are not 
the result of our failures but of our successes. 
Of its kind it is the Book of the Year. 


Toc H Sports 


At the Battersea Park Athletics Track, London, 
on Saturday 18 May. Entries welcome from 
any Mark, branch, group of voluntcers, 
affiliated school or individual members. 
Details: Andrew Batty, 16 Five Acre Wood, 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 
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Not so much a 
committee — 
more a way of life 


As the spreading urban enviroment 
changes the face of Britain it is 
small wonder, in the light of a 
falling membership, that we no 
longer seem able to say, ‘to 
pessimists, way out’. Keith Rea, 
former Finance Secretary, now 
responsible for Toc H work with 
BAOR, suggests that whatever 
happens there is no need for 
despondency. Toc H, with its 
flexibility of method, will always 
have something good to offer. And if 
we have to settle for the second best 
that need not be a disaster, for 
there are many roads to the 
Kingdom. 


Action for the Seventies (out of Strategy '72 by 
Policy '69) has now reccived the seal of approval 
from the Central Council. Its protagonists say 
that it represents one of the last chances for the 
membership Movement as we know it. Action 


jumps on the fashionable bandwagon of demo- 


cracy, making the fundamental point that 
members must be involved in decision making 
at every level. Whether or not this is necessary 
for growth has yet to be proven. It seems to me 
that Toc H grows because of the action it takes 
rather than because of the meetings held to 
decide on action to be taken. At the Council 
the paradox became clear when one or two 
younger voices suggested that Action was in- 
action and that the old in heart were in love 
with it. Is it not a fact that as we get older we 
like to make decisions round a warm table and 
lay plans for the young with their sap rising to 


do the work, the real sleeve-rolled-up wark of 
Toc H? Of course it’s not true, you may a 
we hate committees. But aren't they really Jike 
being riveted by a rather bad TV show? The 
room is warm and the world outside is cold and 
hostile. Only afterwards docs one realise that 
precious time has been wasted. Certainly, as an 
HQ staff man I came to know how out of touch 
onc could become by being very much a com. 
mittee man, Thus it was that I came to cherish 
my tiny part of the aclion, a branch job, 


So perhaps it is required of us to see that every 
leader involved in the new talking structure 
also gets part of the action which he or she js 
planning among the grass roots. Also, I suggest 
that the young activists horn in on the decision 
making proccss, however painful it may he, 
And, just as we cannot afford to have divisions 
between those who work and those who talk 
about it, we can’t afford to have divisions 
between those who accept Action and those who 
don’t, Freedom in Toc FI is a luxury which 
costs charitable money if, as a result, the ad- 
ministration of various methods becomes a 
tangled heap. So, having made the decision 

for Action, I hope we can all get on with it 
without delay. 


If Action is the last chance for Toc Hasa 
membership Movement, what are the alterna- 
tives? Judging by the despairing Councillors, 
mournfully holding up downhill graphs, there 
are none; there will be no members, they say. 
Now this is the most utter dispiriting nonsense, 
for organisations, especially charitable ones, do 
not fold like that, Do not the Charity Com- 
missioners even embalm charities if necessary, 
keeping them going long after the aims and 
objects have become irrelevant? Now na onc is 
suggesting, I hope, that our objects are out- 
moded. OK, then, why the gloom? Well, it is 
an old failing, to which we all incline-loyalty 
to methods we have used rather than to the 
ideals, which make use of many methods in 

a changing world. 


What, then, are the real alternatives? The first 
thing I ask you to accept is that, given cash and 
assets to look after, and objects to which they 
can be applied, numbers of goodly folk will leap 
with joy on to any committee that has the job 
of looking after them. These folk, the members 
of our alternative Movement, will be employing 
professionals to do a job within the objects of 
the Movement, Now such a trend (and it would 
be a ragged trend on a long time scale) will, 
admittedly, mean the end of the activist mem- 
bership Movement which we now know, but I 
suggest that even if this happens, and I hope 


Action prevents it, the alternative remains a 
pretty good second best. Remember, the em- 
ployed professtonals will eventually need 
voluntary helpers to develop the work, who 
may not commit themselves but will build the 
Kingdom a bit. 


‘There is nothing new in this. For years ‘Voc F 
has worked this alternative, mainly because the 
sweet machine of branch life has been unable 

to cope with the problems and make-up of 
modern society. Toc H Services work has long 
been professional. Projects require the backing 
of paid staff, and in Marks and Centres the paid 
warden is now accepted as onc of the main 
hopes for the future. Regrettably, Toc H mem- 
bers do not often volunteer for this work. We 


Letter 


Let’s Go Mad 


In his report on the Central Council meeting 
(January) K P-B gave us the sort of fair 
appraisal we have come to expect of him. It 
was inward-looking to a great extent, and in 
retrospect might have seemed like the Toc H 
curtain-raiser to the gloom to which we have 
perforce become accustomed in recent weeks. 


Certainly there were those (often the same 
people) who talked at great length without, in 
my view, really saying anything, Also, some 
seemed determined to answer questions no one 
was asking! 


Nevertheless, for me-returning to the Central 
Council (as a Central Executive candidate) for 
the first time in four and a half years since 
resigning as General Secretary—there were 
moments when I experienced again the thrill 
of all that Toc H can offer to as diverse a 
collection of men and women as are likely to be 
found together in one place. 


The fact that people were prepared, and able, 
to voice widely differing views from a stand- 
point of deep conviction—and got a fair hearing- 
is surcly an clement we must preserve. I suspect 
that ‘the ability to disagree deeply, argue 
fiercely, and yet retain an underlying and 
unshakeable respect and friendship for cach 
other’ was amply demonstrated in ‘off-duty’ 
periods. This was certainly my experience in 
those places at Swanwick to which we tend to 
gravilate between sessions, 


may think that none of these things is as good 
as the Toc H we have known. Take heart, for 
a vast majority of the staff who stick and do a 
good job join and fall in love with the aims and 
objects of the Movement, a Movement which 
gives them frecdom of expression and is opti- 
mistic as to the nature of mankind. 


So maybe we should minimise our worries 
about the number of members, support Action 
Sor the Seventies heartily and be proud to ask our 
friends to join us, in the certain knowledge that, 
along whichever path we are led, Toc H will 
be God’s good show in a world that needs so 
much the quality of Christian compassion. 
And, if it has to come to committees, do not 
despair; make 'em work. 


Does this mean that I am complacent, that I 
think all is well? Far from it. I believe we are 
in danger of taking much too limited a view of 
the potential of Toc H in our time, Our Move- 
ment camc into being at a period when many 
people found it almost impossible to make 
sense of life. It helped then, as it does today, to 
point men and women in the direction of the 
only true Light. Through deep and lasting 
friendship, through service at the personal level, 
through the demonstration of Christian com- 
munity in action, dark corners are illumined 
and life becomes real once more. Can anyone 
doubt that in face of all the uncertainties of 
today the need for such a way of life is as great 
as ever it was in the past? 


These, or so it seems to me, arc the qualities 
which make Toc H relevant today and which 
must be the springboard of action in the future. 


Yes, amid all the talk of money and ‘machinery’ 
at the Central Council, I for one would have 
liked to be reminded more forcefully of the 
abiding truths which are at the heart of Toc H. 
We all need this from time to time. But let’s 

not kid ourselves, In the end it will be the way 
we live in relation to others and the richness of 
that relationship, not all our talk, which will 
spell out the validity or otherwise of our claims 
as members of this great Movement. 


On these terms only shall we have a right-and 
merit the responsibility—to plan for the future. 
In scizing such an exciting opportunity may we 
all know the joy of ‘accomplishing the serious 
in an unserious manner’. 


Cyril Cattell Barton, Cambridge 
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The shortest six act play ever, : 
royalties, commissions, etc., to be pal 


written exclusively for Point Three. All 


d into the Family Purse. 


By Frank Andrews, Nottingham, a member of over 40 years’ standing. 
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ACT 1 


Scene i-Toc H staff meeting at head- 
quarters. The year is 1971. 


Gentlemen, we have had a fantastic 
£2 million windfall, I am at a loss for 
words! 

(The announcement produces a stunned 
silence for two years.) 


ACT 2 


Scene i-District Team meeting, 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Nottingham. 


Ladies and gentlemen, we have invested 
our windfall at advantageous rates, but 
headquarters still needs all your 
support. It would be sinful to have to 
spend all our capital, 


ACT 3 


Scene i-Toc H staff meeting at head- 
quarters. The year is 1975. 


Good news, and bad news. The bad 
news first. Since 1973 more than half 
our members have died from old age 
and joined the Eider Brethren. T'he 
good news is that the staff has more 
than doubled in the same period, and 
our capital has increased to £8 million. 


ACT 4 


Scene i-Toc H staff meeting at head- 
quarters. The year is 1980. 


It is with regret that I announce the 
death of our last remaining member 
two weeks ago, but thanks to good 
planning in the 1970s we now have 
staff in every hamlet, village and city 


in the country. Their weekly jumble 
sales (the beloved hobby of our Elder 
Brethren when they were with us) have 
swelled our investments to £20 million, 
On this happy note I will bring our 
mecting to a close; please join with me 
in our very own revised T'amily Prayer: 


O God, who has so wonderfully made 
Toc H, continue to bless our capital 
investments now standing al £20 million, 
Havent we done well since 1971 when 
You entrusted us with £2 million, to help 

further Thy Kingdom on earth? 


Bless our Elder Brethren. Age shall not 
weary them, nor the years condemn ( 2 ) 
We, the staff, pledge ourselves to carry on 
with the jumble sales they are no longer 
able to organise. 


In the meantime we pray that Thou 
will continue to comfort, throughout the 
world, the poor and hungry, the lonely, the 
bereaved, the hopeless, the helpless, the 
homeless, the desperate, the suicidal, the 
sick, the dying, and anyone else who in 
our blindness we may have overlooked, 


Bless and forgive all misguided people 
and organisations who actually spend 
capital to help make this world a better 
place to inhabit. 


Teach us to live together in love, and 
joy and peace; to check all bilterness, to 
disown discouragement, and to leap with 
joy to any chore that will swell the Family 
purse, Amen. 


ACT 5 


Scene i-Toc H centenary staff party 
at headquarters. ‘The year is 2015. 


Treasurer Gentlemen, our investments have snow- 
(after-dinner balled beyond our wildest dreams. 


specch) 


‘They now exceed £200 million. 


Announcer 


Scene ii Samce day. BBC nine o'clock 
NEWS, 


The continued drought in Australia is 
causing thousands of deaths, and the 
government has declared a state of 
emergency. In America the floods 
continue unabated. The homeless now 
number five million, In Italy, Vesuvius 
has erupted three times within the past 
few days, and Naples is razed to the 
ground, The government of Africa is 
secking talks with the MCC, It wants to 
send an all-white cricket team to 
England. The Israclis and the Arabs 
have finally completed the exchange of 
POWs. Talks continuc in Ireland in an 
attempt to reconcile the Catholics and 
Protestants. In America the missing 
Watergate tapes were found in a lava- 
tory cistern when the White House was 
demolished today. The site is needed 
for a block of stables to house the two 
million horses needed to power the 
capital’s transport system. Meanwhile, 
back in England, we are having to 
shoot our horses for lack of fodder. 
Canada has had to destroy all this year’s 
crop of animal foodstuffs because world 
prices were too low. 


The miners, ambulance drivers, 
doctors, nurses, teachers, train drivers, 
linkers, tailors, soldiers and sailors have 
withdrawn their labour until ihe 
government exempts their ‘special 
cases’ from Phase 4 of the Wages Act. 
The prospects for the coming winter 
appear bleak in the extreme, as, indeed, 
they have done for the past 45 winters. 


However, for the first time in our 
history there are no unemployed, All 
the ex-unemployed are now working 
for the social services, sending out 
cheques to the distressed strikers. 


And now to the weather forecast for 
the next three months. A deep depres- 
sion will envelop the whole of England 
for this period, bringing in its wake 
famine, pestilence, floods, fire, snow, 
ice and bitter winds. Therc is, however, 
no reason to be downheartcd-every 
cloud has a silver lining, and there is 
every indication that our friends across 
the water, in France, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Poland, Russia 
and Outer Space (in that order) will 
be similarly visited, 


The 
Governor 


Announcer 


=" 


That is the end of the nine o’clock 
news. I will be talking to you again at 
ten o’clock, I hope, Until then ... be 
happy. 


ACT 6 


Scene i-Emergency meeting of the 
Trustees of Toc H. The year is 2030. 


(Heartfelt prayer) Dear God, tell us how 
to get rid of £200 million. The last 
staff member of Toc H joined the Elder 
Brethren four years ago. 


Scene ii-Next day. Emergency news 
flash from BBC: 1 to 50. Also ATV, 
ITN, etc. Time 23.59. 


Wall Street crash. Stock Exchanges in 
America and England closed down for 
ever. The pound plummets to its lowest 
ever level. As from midnight tonight 
£1 million will be devalued to one 
penny. 

(Toc H problems now resolved! ) 


The comforter 


The comforter 


(I nearly forgot) 


needs comfort. 


Her 


head runneth over, 


The giver must 


receive, 


The blesser must 


be blest 
herself. 


For 
her fire 


that warms us 


is not endless, 


and 

she 

too 

feels 

the cold. 


Clive Jones 
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People Who Care 


e, Hackney, last June. Ken Prideaux-Brune 


จิ Hous een A 
John Burgess took over as warden of Prideaux +f เกา อ เบา รี ST ก ก ง เก ส ร 


has been to see him to get an up-to-d 
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TOCOEN 
อ ล ร อ ชล ยะ ล 
HOUSE 


I arrived in time to be invited to join the 
domestic staff for their coffee break. After an 
excellent cup of coffee I was given a chance of 
buying a ticket for the first of several raffles 
being run to raise funds for this summer’s play- 
scheme. All the domestic staff are members 
cither of the South Hackney Citizens’ Associa- 
tion, which runs monthly socials attended by 
an average of 120 people to raise funds for the 
various activities taking place in the House, or 
of its oflshoot, the Youth Development Support 
Group, which is completely responsible for 
planning and financing the children’s play- 
schemes. This active involvement of the staff in 
the community work of the House is an im- 
portant factor in creating the welcoming spirit 
which is immediately apparent, 


‘This month, for the first time, there will be an 
Easter playscheme, and the usual six-week 
playscheme will be run in the summer, Hackney 
no longer recruits volunteers for the playscheme 
nationally through the Toc H Summer Pro- 
gramme poster, Some volunteers are recruited 
locally. Others are people who have helped in 
previous years and are willing to return, There 
is usually a strong contingent from Poperinge, 
where John Burgess, like his predecessor Gualter 


de Mello, has many friends. Last year’s team 
also included Germans who had previously 
visited the House as a result of the ‘twinning’ 
arrangements between Hackney and Hann 


Munden. 


Two groups of 11- to I4-ycar-old boys will have 
the opportunity of going away to camp this 
summer, one to the Colsterdale Centre, the 
other to Kent. Last summer a group of boys of 
this age group created an adventure playground 
on a picce of waste ground at the back of the 
House with equipment supplied by members of 
the Youth Development Support Group, After 
the summer the boys continued to meet in an 
old garage at the Mark for several weeks, 
Parents showed considerable enthusiasm and 
gave speakers and other equipment so that a 
discotheque could be created. One of the boys 
commented: `I enjoyed this summer. We didn’t 
get into trouble.’ Negotiations are in hand for 
the building of a youth club on the site used for 
last summer’s adventure playground, 


Both the adventure playground and the disco- 
theque were run by the boys themselves, with 
the minimum of supervision. John Burgess 
spends a lot of time chatting to boys, in the 
streets or sitting on doorsteps, and he believes 
in the importance of treating them as adults, 
not as children. ‘It’s a question of talking to 
them as people,’ he told me, Not that this is a 
complete guarantee against vandalism. “They 
seem to go wild for two or three days,’ John 
said. ‘Windows get broken and damage is donc; 
then it all gets back to normal for a few weeks.’ 


The South Hackney Citizens’ Association and 
its offshoot, the Youth Development Support 
Group, are not the only evidence of widespread 
community support. A recent social evening for 
friends of the House attracted over 100 people 
and raised over £50. These are all people who, 
like the members of the Citizens’ Association, 
identify themselves closely with Toc H. Hardly 
a day passes without someone coming in with 

a gift for the next jumble sale; and as soon as it 
was known that on Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day there would be open house for people 
living on their own, food, crackers, vegetables 


S 
EN teach PETS 


The final day of last summer's playscheme. The 
three-legged race may be exhausting for the 


participants but it’s always enjoyed by the spectators. 


Photo: Hackney Gazette 


and cash donations for a turkey started to 
arrive, 


The House itself is in constant use by a wide 
varicty of groups. The Borough has for many 

years run an old people’s lunch club in the 

House, This in fact is more a day centre than 

a lunch club. The pensioners arrive by mid- 

morning and stay until late afternoon. They 

arrange outings and social events for themselves. 


John hopes to launch a co- ARa buying 
scheme which would enable those living on 
their own to buy the small quantities they 
require at ‘cash ‘and carr y’ prices. And he is 
considering the possibility of starting some kind 
of ‘sheltered workshop’. 


The pre-school playgroup, which mects every 
morning, is another long-standing activity 
meeting an obvious necd, In view of the long 
waiting list for places the Borough has agreed 
to finance a second session each day and the 
afternoon group opened in January. Other 
groups which use the House include the West 
Indian Church of God, a faith-healing group 
and the local committee of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Care and Resettlement of 
Offenders. ‘I hope’, says John Burgess, ‘that we 
can encourage these groups to see thernselves 
more and more not simply as people who rent 
a room frorn us, but as full members of the 
House.’ 


Pridcaux House works closely with the handi- 
capped. The Friday Club for educationally 
subnormal girls meets weekly, and the Toc H 
Disabled Club, run by residents and friends of 
the House, also meets regularly. Last month the 
House sponsored a mini-handi-dance at Stoke 
Newington Town Hall, which attracted some 
200 disabled people and a similar number of 
young volunteers from all over the Borough, 


These are all regular, ongoing commitments, 
The House can also be used, however, to enable 
new, experimental work to get off the ground. 
A current example of this is the work of 
Harambee II with young blacks. ‘The leader, 
Brother Sam Symister, makes contact with 
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People who care continued 


black young people, many of whom are un- 
employed or have been in trouble with the 
police, on the streets and in cafés. He uses a 
room at Prideaux House as a meeting place on 
Monday evenings. ‘The basic aim of the project’, 
says Brother Sam, ‘is to equip ourselves with 
the necessary understanding of the society in 
which we live, We can only gain respect by 
coming together and solving our problems in 
our own way. That is why the African word 
harambee is chosen.’ He hopes eventually to 
obtain premises of his own where instruction 
can be given in practical skills such as carpen- 
try, welding, radio engineering and car repairs. 
Meanwhile, Prideaux House has enabled him 
to begin his work and to prove its value. The 
fact that these young people, who could be 
described as the ultimate in ‘non-joiners’, are 
prepared to take part in the weekly club nights 
is in itself a very real tribute to Brother Sam. 


But Pridcaux House is not only a community 
centre; it is also a Mark with, at present, 33 


residents. In addition to ther: involvement with 
the community work the residents seem to 
enjoy a full social life. When E was there the 
notice board contained advertisements for a 
visit to the Albert Hall, a skittles match at 
Talbot House, Tower Hill, a week-end trip to 
the Colsterdale Centre, a Burns Supper and an 
evening of Indian music and dancing. 


Activities for children, for the handicapped and 
for pensioners and an active community life 
among the residents. That adds up to a pretty 
impressive story; but it’s only part of the story, 
No mention has been made of the numbers of 
people who come to the door because, over the 
years, Toc H has built up a reputation as being 
a place where people care. If they can’t provide 
the help you need themselves, they know where 
to look for it. 


‘People who care’; that’s nota bad description 
of Prideaux House-the people being not just 
the warden, residents and domestic staff, but 
also the several hundred local people who are 
closely associated with the House and who 
identify themselves with its work. Toc H 
Hackney is the focal point of a widespread 
caring community. 


Another branch which played its 
part in the campaign to build up 
Britain’s stock of trees was Preston 
Park, Brighton. Members watch 
branch chairman Alma Virgo wield 
the shovel. 

Photo: EBA Studios 
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NEWS POINT 


The Courage of John Powell 


This tribute to a Lymington branch member appeared in The Link, the newspaper for Wessex health staff. 


An incurable discasc, the amputa- 
tion of both legs and three severe 
strokes are cnough to break the 
fortitude of most men. 

To withstand such fateful blows 
and go on to cope with even the 
most ordinary tasks of everyday 
life requires application, will- 
power and sheer guts of gargan- 
tuan proportions. 

John Powell, of Honey Lane, 
Burley, near Ringwood, has 
achieved all this and much, much 
more, 

For 64-year-old Mr Powell has 
conquered what many would de- 
scribe as insurmountable problems 
and built up a busy, successful 
business in the process. 

Two large buildings in the nor- 
mally quiet village of Burley pul- 
sate with the sound of machines 
and provide the business with an 
annual turnover of about £40,000, 


Mr Powell is, in fact, living 
proof that multiple adversity can 
be challenged and overcome. 

He has demonstrated this simple 
fact not only in his own life-style 
but by employing a succession of 
people with handicaps ranging 
from multiple sclerosis to diabetes. 
A blind person and a deaf mute are 
among others who have manned 
machines at Burley. 

“My experience is that a dis- 
abled man or woman is more faith- 
ful and dedicated to an employer 
than almost anyone else’, said Mr 
Powell. 

“They are conscientious and 
really stick to their tasks—in the 
right circumstances I would pre- 
fer to employ them than many 
able-bodied people. 

‘Employers are crazy to over- 
look a man just because he is dis- 
abled.’ 


Two organisations in Hartlepool, Co Durham, Toc H and Round Table, joined 
farces to raise the money to provide the Hartlepool Committee for the Deaf 
and Dumb with this new minibus. 
Photo: The Mail, Hartlepool 


Mr Powell, who describes him- 
self as a hopeless perfectionist, 
admits there is little sentiment in 
business. 

‘But the disabled do not want 
sympathy’, he declared. “They 
want a useful job and the chance 
to show that they can accomplish 
it well. Given that chance, not 
many fail,’ 

Perhaps it is the mark of the 
man that Mr Powell docs not think 
of himself as disabled. 

‘I get special treatment at hotels 
and the best seats in cinemas and 
restaurants, he said. “On one occa- 
sion, I was given the Royal box at 
a West End theatre. 

‘People think that having no 
legs isa bit spectacular, but I know 
a man with gastric ulcers who is 
sick every morning of his life. 

‘[ would not change places with 
that man for anything.’ 


KEEPING 
CHRISTMAS 
ALIVE 


‘Everyone seems to remember the 
old and needy at Christ.nas, and 
then forgets them’, says Bill Good- 
win of Fareham, Hants, branch. 
The branch, therefore, deliberate- 
ly delays its party tor the town’s 
elderly until February. This year 
the branch had 45 guests, who, 
says Bill, ‘helped to entertain cach 
other during the evening.” 

Members of the branch are 
planning a long week-end at the 
Old House in Poperinge at the end 
of this month (26-29 April). The 
cost will be about £30, and at the 
time of going to press there are two 
vacancies in the party. If you're 
interested contact Bill Goodwin at 
39 Chatfield Road, Bridgemary, 
Gosport, Hants (Tel. Fareham 
80003). 
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Capacity crowd at Australian conference 


Greta Lynn 


The Australian National Confer- 
ence was held over the ‘Australia 
Day’ week-end, 26-28 January, 
which is a national holiday in 
Australia. ‘The venue was the 
Retreat House at Belair, situated 
in the Adelaide Hills, some six or 
seven miles from the city of Ade- 
laide, South Australia. The con- 
ference attracted Toc H members 
from each of the six Areas, and 
Retreat House was filled to capa- 
city, with 63 people there for the 
whole time, as well as others who 
could attend only some of the 
sessions. The theme was ‘Commu- 
nications’, and the programme in- 
cluded speakers on communica- 
tion with the churches, with 
social welfare, with youth, with 
the over-30s, and within the 
Movement. 

The UK was well represented. 
Visitors included the Rev Colin 
Cuttell, vicar of All Hallows; our 
former Accountant, Nelson Hall, 
and his wife, who are presently 
visiting Australia and New Zea- 


land; and a member of Enficld 
branch, Dorothy Fountain, who 
is visiting her son in Tasmania. 
These were not the only visitors 
who had travelled many miles to 
attend the conference~the ten re- 
presentatives from Western Aus- 
tralia had also faced a journey of 
some 3,000 miles, some travelling 
by car and others by train and air- 
but they all considered the effort 
worth while. Others came from the 
flood-disaster area of Queensland, 
and one member who had lett a 
new car, with only 100 miles on 
the speedometer, at Brisbane Air- 
port before flying down was not at 
all sure that he would even have 
a car when he got back! 

The heat and humidity were 
terrific, with temperatures soaring 
to the 100°F mark, although, for- 
tunately, the Retreat House has a 
‘erypU room for use in hot weather. 
On the Saturday evening, a social 
evening was held out under the 
stars on the lawns in front of the 
house. 


After receiving a chairmabile from Eastbourne women’s branch Miss E, 
Spashett shakes hands with branch chairman Doris Humphrey. Miss Spashett, 
who has heen handicapped for about 12 years, was formerly a nurse. Most 

of the money for the purchase of the chairmobile was raised at a garden party 
held last August. 

Photo: Eastbourne Gazette 
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Getting tegstier 


in Lymington 
Charles Potts 


I proposed to Lymington, Hants, 
branch that we might try to organ- 
ise some co-ordination between the 
various voluntary services in and 
around Lymington, With the co- 
operation of the Milford-on-Sea 
branch and of the Old People’s 
Welfare Committee I sent oul a 
circular convening a mecting of 
voluntary service organisations 
and of the statutory social services. 
Over 50 pcople, representing about 
30 organisations, came to the meet- 
ing, A steering commillee was 
elected, which included two Lym- 
ington members and two Milford 
members, Mrs Edith Key of Mil- 
ford being secretary and myself 
chairman, We drew up a draft 
constitution, and now the Associa- 
tion of Lymington Voluntary 
Organisations has been formed, 

Those present at the inaugural 
meeting accepted my recommen- 
dation that the Association should 
give priority to three projects: a 
survey to discover the most im- 
portant local needs (possibly a 
Wishing Weck); the establishment 
of a rest room for elderly and in- 
valid people in Lymington; and a 
Holidays at Home scheme for chil- 
dren in the summer. These are all 
projects which our branch would 
have liked to have undertaken, but 
we feel that we are nol strong 
enough to achieve them on our 
own, It only remains now to sec 
whether this Association will work. 
I believe that many small branches 
of Toc H might find such an idea 
useful in serving the needs of their 
arcas. 


More chairmobiles 


Kettering, Northants, branch has 
already bought two chairmobiles 
and is hard at work collecting cash 
and Green Shield stamps to buy a 
third, The first chair is on perma- 
nent loan to a lady who has lost 
the use of her right side, She says 
it is so good that it has added a 
new dimension to her life. 


PINBALL MARATHON 


‘Towards the end of last year four 
lads from Scunthorpe, Lincs, spent 
100 hours labouring over a pinball 
machine-a world record. The pro- 
prictor of the cafe where the mara- 
thon was held promptly an- 
nounced plans to double this 
effort, with a sponsored marathon 
to raise cnough money to enable 
groups of children (๐ have a holi- 
day in the countryside. Since then 
members from Scunthorpe branch 
and South Lincs District, together 
with other local organisations, 
have been hard at work raising 
funds for this purpose. Arca mem- 
ber Lionel Powell, one of the main 
organisers, has sct a target of 
£300. 

All this is a direct result of the 
two children’s camps held at West 
Pinchbeck last summer. Two 
camps, lasting a week cach, will 
be run at the branch room again 


this summer, giving children from 
Leicester an opportunity of enjoy- 
ing the wide open spaces of rural 
Lincolnshire, A number of new 
beds have been bought for Dor 
Knap, and the beds thus made re- 
dundant have been transported to 
West Pinchheck. 

The projected pinball marathon 
had to be postponed owing to the 
electricity shortage, but it is plan- 
ned to hold it over the Easter weck- 
end. Meanwhile, the local paper 
has published a full-page article 
describing the purpose for which 
the money is to be used and giving 
a condensed history of the Move- 
ment, along with some impressive 
pictures. "This goes to prove’, com- 
ments John Orange in the Lincoln- 
shire Arca Newsletter, ‘that Toc H 
can hit the headlines if the story is 
well presented and the publicity 
properly handled.’ 


SS 


The oldest guest (she was just a few days short of her 100th birthday) 


receives a bouquet from the mayor during a party arranged by Wigmore 

& Rainham (Kent) branch. Also in this happy picture are fellow guasts and the 
young dancers who provided entertainment during the afternoon. The $ 
majority of the guests have emergency help buzzers in their homes, supplied 
by the branch. Members of the branch are currently raising funds for the new 


Old People’s Welfare Centre in Gillingham. 


Photo: Kent Messenger 


‘Let us help’ 
Says youth group 


Members in Blackridge, Scotland, 
decided that something must be 
done to dispel the gloom of the 
great crisis over Christmas. Their 
plan was to deliver fuel and food 
to those in real need, When young 
people belonging to the commu- 
nity centre group heard this they 
quickly stepped in and volunteer- 
ed to help; 200 sacks of coal, 200 
bags of logs and firewood, and 61 
food parcels, including 21 to hospi- 
tal patients, were delivered in 
record time. The youths were 
George Muir, Tom Boyd, David 
Trott, George Robertson and 
centre leaders Billy McKeon and 
John Ramsay. Blackridge Toc H 
and the young people worked well 
together. Let’s hope it won’t take 
another crisis before they under- 
take the next combined exercise. 


Dancer Peter Gordino opens the 
Multiple Sclerosis Fair in Weybridge, 
Surrey. Weybridge branch con- 
tributed a book stall, a cake stall, 
the tombola and the refreshments 
to a very successful afternoon. 
Photo: Harold Collins 
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Help from 
Miss Young 
Freddie Petch 


For about 15 years members in 
Hitchin, Herts, were concerned 
with the welfare of Miss Jessic 
Young of Letchworth, who was 
badly handicapped as the result of 
injuries received during warume 
service with the WAAT. In earlier 
years it was the practice to take 
Miss Young shopping on Saturday 
mornings, but, later, as her condi- 
tion deteriorated, it became a 
matter of personal service mainly 
performed by one married couple, 
who also lived in Letchworth, 

Miss Young died about a year 
ago and left her small estate to be 
divided between the RAF Associa- 
tion, who had also been involved, 
and Toc H. Hitchin branch re- 
ceived a cheque for £75 which, 
after serious consideration, was 
passed over to the Sue Ryder 
Home at Stagenhoe as a contribu- 
tion towards the purchase of a 
hoist to be fitted to its recently 
acquired minibus. 

Thus a gift from one severely 
handicapped woman has been 
channelled towards the benefit of 
others similarly afflicted. All the 
members in Hitchin believe that 
Jessie Young would approve. 


Guess who? 


An original idea for a branch even- 
ing comes from Watford, Herts. 
Members were asked to describe 
well-known personalities in verse 
or prose, or alternatively make a 
drawing. The rest of the branch 
then tried to guess the personality. 
To whom, for instance, do these 
lines, written by branch Pilot 
Gladys Fulks, refer? 

I would have liked you as a lover, 

But, alas, I could be your mother, 
Tour fame has spread both near and far, 
And, when travelling in a car, 

4 take your advice for safety’s sake, 

In case of a sharp and sudden brake, 
The answer? Jimmy Savile, of 
course, 
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Judy Auton has succ 


In brief... 


ceded Ken Prideaux-Brunce as secretary of the 
Volunteers. She will continue to work part- 


lime in the South-Eastern Region. 


Winant and Clayton 


Harold Smith joined the South-Eastern Regional staff in January, 
He is based in the Regional office at present and will also be con- 
cerned with the development of Mark 20, Putncy. 


George Holland of Edmonton branch in North London has been 
awarded the BEM. George has worked for the Gas Board for 

4] years (as an electrician, we are assured). We are also told that 
he has been under a lot of pressure lately-don’t blame us for that 
dreadful pun, blame the branch secretary! 


Linlhveh members, en roule to collect driftwood, passed a mansion 
being demolished, They cancelled their trip to the seaside and 
brought back two lorry loads of excellent timber, They are now 
spending four nights a week sawing, chopping, bundling and 
delivering timber to the elderly, in an effort to clear the secretary’s 


lawn. 


Carmarthen members stepped into the breach when a Barnardo’s 
concert had to be cancelled. And members who serve in a local 
church choir persuaded thcir fellow choristers to join them. 

£40 was raised for Barnardo’s, 


Members of Lampeter College branch entertained at Coomb 
Cheshire Home, Coomb branch secretary, Bill Elliott, reports that 
it was ‘a wonderful occasion’, 


Still in Wales, Ivy Abbott of Dan y Bryn Cheshire Home branch 
took part in a sponsored ‘Knit-in’ to raise funds for the Cardiff 
Centre and collected £14 from her sponsors. 


The Cardiff Centre, incidentally, was included in the list of places 
in Cardiff that could be available at a moment's notice during the 
fuel crisis, Lunch for up to 30 people could be served there, 


The Order of Christian Unity is holding a Christian Charter Rally 
at Central Hall, Westminster, on 2 May, from 7 pm to 9pm. The 
theme will be ‘Crusade against cruelty’, and among the speakers 
will be Group Captain Leonard Cheshire, 


In addition to their hard work on the Stoke Mandeville appeal 
18 Buckingham branch members found time to put on an hour of 
comedy, singing and sketches at a local old people’s home. 


The Western Area Rally at Wroughton, Wilts, will be on 
Saturday 14 September, not 19 September as stated last month, 
Our apologies. 


Left: Frau Lisa Kuhn has served 

for 21 years in the Toc H canteen in 
Verden. 

Right: Toc H Services Clubs 

exist for the benefit not only of the 
troops but of their families. Wardens 
of the club in Verden are Len 

Harvie, who took the photos, and 

his wife Cynthia, daughter of General 
Secretary Gilbert Francis. 
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Toc H Builder Mrs Sarah Raw 
receives a bouquet from Toc H on 
her 100th birthday. Mrs Raw became 
a Builder after the death of her son, 
who was sunk in HMS Hoad. He left 
a note asking that his subscription 
to Toc H be maintained. Presenting 
the flawers is Ruth Knight, daughter 
of the Headquarters Padre. 

Photo: Bob Broeder 


When John Smith, secretary of 
Greathouse Cheshire Home branch, 
went to the annual award ceremony 
at Chippenham Technical College 

he knew he would receive his GCE 
O-level certificate in English Lan- 
guage. What he didn't know was 
that he would also receive a special 
award for his courage and deter- 
mination. Making the award is the 
chairman of Wiltshire County Coun- 
cil. John is now back at night schaol 
studying for his A-levels. 

Photo: Chippenham News 


77 


Christian unity 
wont ‘just come’ — 


Its got to be worked for 
Guy Wickenden 


From a small office in Toc H's 
Crutched Friars House a band of 
dedicated Christians of many 
different denominations and 
nationalities, called the IEF, have 
since 1969 been working away 
quietly - not all that quietly 
sometimes! - in an effort to bring 
about Christian unity. 


> 


The two Bishops, Orthodox and Catholic, with IEF 


2a 
nemibers 


from many lands and many churches. A social gathering during 


last summer's IEF conference in Yugoslavia, 
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The founding members of the International 
Ecumenical Fellowship (IEI), inceting in 
Fribourg, Switzerland, in 1967. were drawn 
together by their common belief: that Christ 
desires his followers to be united; that to restore 
unity of belief and practice requires initiative 
and effort at all levels of responsibility, not 
merely by church leaders but by cach one of 
us; that visible unity will only come about when 
ordinary Christians everywhere desire it and 
are prepared to work for it; that the key to such 
common desire and witness lies in the spiritual 
field, particularly in prayer and worship to- 
gether under the guidance of the Holy Spirit; 
because if people pray together they will live in 
peace. 


Therefore, IEF issued a call to all Christians to 
unite in the simplest possible way-a way open 
to us all here and now in our still separated 
state-by seeking together: to hear the Word of 
God; to serve the Will of God; to unite the 
People of God; to break the Bread of God; unto 
the Glory of God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


The International Ecumenical Fellowship was 
founded to make this common witness possible, 


As a Fellowship, IEF provides opportunities at 
international, national and local levels, for 
Christians to meet on a basis of friendship and 
equality. 


In the context of an JEF gathering, members 
live as one family of God, sharing their joys and 
sorrows, prepared to learn from each other and 
to receive the grace of Christ alongside each 
other and from each other. 


sls a worshipping community, IEI?s work and 
witness is primarily the fostering of common 
prayer and worship under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. The focal point of any IEF gather- 
ing, therefore, is cucharist-the praise of God 
through the act of God. 


Whilst 1EF is not itself an ecclesial body, it 
believes that unity should be fostered by ex- 
ploring and building upon all that is finest in 
our liturgical traditions, not by seeking to 
destroy or minimise their rich variety. 


Since at our conferences, however, full cuchar- 
istic participation is limited in varying degree 
hy our present separations and loyalties, IEF 
leaves it to cach Church and member to exercise 
responsibility and conscience in full freedom. 


As an open forum, IEF provides a mecting-ground 
for unofficial dialogue, where the freedom and 
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initiative of individual Christians working for 
unity may find expression, whilst the traditional 
wisdom of the Church is respected. 


As a spiritual communily, IEF desires to foster the 
prayer life of its members and to put at their 
disposal, through cach other and through our 
speakers, all that is greatest in the tradition of 
the Church in both East and West. 


As a way of life, IEF attempts, so far as possible, 
to live out in the present that which is to come— 
a common life for all in the one visible Body of 


Christ. 


Repentance, reconciliation and renewal, as well 
as loyalty and gratitude to our own Com- 
munion, are prerequisites of unity. 


As an acl of faith, TEF relies upon the power of 
God Himself to fulfil the desire of Christ for 
unity in the manner He wills. 


Since its founding in 1967, IEF has held inter- 
national conferences in Gwatt, Switzerland 
(1968), Breda, Holland (1969), Salamanca, 
Spain (1970), Altenberg, Germany (1972) and, 
in 1973, in Vodice, Yugoslavia. IEF Regional 
conferences have also becn held cach year in 
England and also in Germany, Holland, Italy, 
Washington DC, and Spain; in 1974 confer- 
ences arc to be held in Belgium and France, 
and in 1975 England will be the host country 
for the international conference which will take 
place in St John’s College, York, from 21 to 28 
July. 


The 1973 international conference broke new 
ground in that it was the first time such an 
ecumenical gathering had been held in a 
‘socialist’ republic, but official permission was 
given and two years’ planning went into the 
arrangements. The object was to try to recon- 
cile the Orthodox Serbs and the Catholic 
Croats who-20 years ago-had been engaged in 
an internecine struggle every bit as bloody as 
the present-day strife in Northern Ireland. 
Some idea of the results of the conference may 
be gained from the following extracts from the 
autumn issue of the JEF Newsletter. . . 


First, the celebration of the Anglican Liturgy 
(Series III) in the Roman Catholic cathedral 

at Sibenik on the Tuesday evening, in the 
presence of both Orthodox and Catholic bishops 
and a Jarge number of local Christians. 


Later in the week an cqually compelling 
Lutheran liturgy celebrated in a crowded little 
RC parish church at Vodice itself... These 
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cucharistic celebrations were the finest form of a 
proclamation of our common faith in Him and 

in His presence and were recognised by all, 

They bound us together as nothing clse could 

possibly have done in such a little time. 


An cven more intimate moment, at the 
Catholic monastery of Visovac, a national 
shrine dedicated to Mary, the mother of Our 
Lord, Here as we sat at lunch in long rows in 
the cloisters and recreation room, after we had 
sung and laughed together, the Catholic bishop 
addressed us, By then he had clearly gained 
confidence in us and was prepared to speak 
freely from the heart, so very freely, of the need 
for unity in the face of unbelief, of the difficul- 
ties of his and the Orthodox bishop’s position, 
of the universal vocation to the cross and the 
Joy that never fails to accompany it, of their 
will to go forward courageously no matter what 
might lie ahead, but also of their isolation and 
loneliness and the need they had for fellowship. 


Finally, he thanked us and expressed his deep 
gratitude for the love and fellowship we had 
shown to him and his flock and to Bishop 
Stephan and his people also, by coming to 
Vodice and sharing with them the life of our 
Fellowship. 


It was this all-pervading sense of joy which 
struck me most throughout the week, One 
knew that behind it there lay suffering and 
loneliness and the fear of who knows what to 
come, hut for the moment the joy and freedom 
of the children of God predominated. The 
bishops came in and out of conference sessions 
and visited the groups; local clergy and monks 
struggled all week to prepare translations which 
had had to wait until we got there or were 
required at the last minute; and the Catholic 
bishop’s secretary, a brilliant organist, went 
through the service beforehand and played as 
an Anglican for Anglicans! The local Mayor 
received the IEF committee and we returned 
their hospitality with a reception at the hotel. 
The conference did indeed become a common 
effort of hosts and guests, despite the difficulties 
of language and of distances which had faced 
us in its preparation, 


For the final day of the conference. the Sunday, 
we planned to attend the Orthodox Liturgy in 
their cathedral in the morning and to hold our 
closing service in the RC cathedral that even- 
ing. We had also planned for the reception in 
the hotel and, in the event, the officers and 
committee also attended two receptions given 
by the bishops after the services~a busy day! 


79 


80 


Christian unity continued 


We were hoping that Bishop Josep would 

allow some of his people to attend the Orthodox 
Liturgy, but we were overwhelmed by the 
inspired statement of this grcat man to his 
people: ‘On Sunday I shall not say my usual 
Mass in this cathedral, but hope instead to take 
you all, my dear children, to attend the Liturgy 
celebrated by my dear brother in Christ at the 
Orthodox cathedral, so that you may become 
part of his flock that day,’ Could two bishops 
do more to show the depth of their sincerity 
than to acknowledge and receive each other 
and their flocks in this manner? As Bishop 
Josep said: ‘Let us get on with it, let us do what 
we can properly do, then God will show us 
what comes next.’ Surely this was reconciliation 
as God Himself would wish to sce it, in love and 
gencrous trust, without hint of compromise or 
victory. So in that crowded little cathedral the 
five great streams of Christian tradition met as 
the flock of one bishop, and in the midst of that 
lovely liturgy we witnessed the ordination ofa 
deacon, Has such an event happened ina 
thousand years? Has an Orthodox deacon 
heard the traditional consent ‘He is worthy’ 
from the lips of a dozen churches? Has such a 
liturgy been accompanied by such beautiful 
singing of the traditional chant, in English? 
Surely history was made that day-not just for 
little IEF but for the great Church, for us all. 
Yet what made that history? Not simply the 
fact of Orthodox and Catholic sharing one 
liturgy-that has long been permitted, though 
100 seldom practised, and was in principle 
nothing new. No, what was new was the 
generosity on both sides which inspired the 
gesture and the leadership and dignity of two 
great-hearted men, which, in its turn, brought 
forth from us all a love, a desire, a joy that 
flowed from all to all and took us up into a 
fullness of Christ which was beyond words to 
express: that was the revelation-‘Behold, I 
make all things new,’ 


May Jesus Christ our Lore use each one of us 
to restore His way of love in the world. 


May our fellow Christians be willing to forgive 
us our Jack of charity towards them in the past. 


May God restore the visible unity of His people 
in one faith, in our common hope, and in great 
charity one for another,© 


NEW EDITOR 
APPOINTED 


We are delighted to be able to announce that 
the Central Executive has appointed 

Mrs Sue McWilliam as the new editor of 
Point Three, with effect from 1 April, The 
handover will be a gradual one, and the first 
issue for which Suc will be solely responsible 


will be July. 


Sue has been working as assistant in the 
Public Relations office for the past 18 months, 
during which time she has had an opportunity 
to sce all aspects of Toc H work. 


Sue will be working from Wendover, 
Correspondence for the editorial office should 
therefore from now on he sent to | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 6BT. 


Ken Pridcaux-Brune has been appointed 
secretary to the Wakefield Trust and, as a 
member of the South-Eastern Regional staf 
team, will be secking Ways of rebuilding 
Toc H in central London. 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the death, on 

21 February, of the Countess of Harrowby, 
Vice-President of the Women’s Association 
from 1932 to 1956 and then President. 


And of the following members: 


In September: Mollic Baldwin (Ilford & Seven 
Kings) Ann E Simmons (Ashby de la Zouch) 


In November: George E Davies (Leigh-on-Sea) 
Florence M Dobbins (Spalding) George A 
Knight (Edmonton) Warwick T Holman 
(Corsham) Charles H Major (Lewes) 

Leonard Skellow (Shavington) 


In January: Walter G Brooks (Welshpool) 
Violet E Bryant (Hampton Park) Ada D 
Horsfield (ITunmanby) Raymond Redd 

i Haverfordwest) Joseph F Ticehurst (Eastleigh) 


In February: Alexander C H Burges (South- 
church) Christopher L Hartley (Ealing) 


Jobn A Slater (Worthing) 


We give thanks for their lives. 


5 ร เท ล !! Advertisements 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) by the first day of the month 


preceding publication. The charge is 3p a word 


(minimum 30p). Point Three Magazine, 


Toc H Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6BT. Telephone 029-662 3911. 


DEVON/CORNWALL BORDER. Four-berth caravan. SAE 
Oldnall, 23 Cedar Road, Bournville B30. 


WESTON-s-MARE. Smiling Somerset. Bed and breakfast, 
EM optional. Near A370 and M5. Car space. Mrs M. J. Green, 
‘Mon Abri‘, Ebdon Road, Worle BS22 9NA. Tel: W-s-M 
21957. 


GUERNSEY Cl. Good homely fare with Toc H family. 
H & Cin rooms, mid-week booking, preferably Tuesday and 
Thursday, accepted. Terms BB and EM £13 per week. Mrs 
P. Saunders, Petherton, Tetre Lane, Vale. Telephone: 0481 
44756. 


VISIT WARDEN MANOR in 1974. Historic manor house 
in rural Isle of Sheppey countryside near sea. Happy Toc H 
fellowship. New tennis court. 1974 season 6 July-14 Sept. 
Also open Easter (11-15 April) and Spring Bank Holiday 
week-end {24-27 May). Write John Cole, Warden Manor, 
Eastchurch, near Sheerness, Kent ME12 4HD. 


RAISE FUNDS QUICKLY, EASILY. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc, gold stamped to your require- 
ments. Details: NORTHERN NOVELTIES, Bradford BD2 3AF. 


Poperinge and Bruges. Why not join a Toc H party. 
13-20 July? Full itinerary of excursians including 


Holland. Open to members and friends, Details fram Skegg 
Blanchard, Toc H, Forest 
Bucks. HP22 6BT. 


Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 


BRUGES, BELGIUM. Hotel Jacobs 
(established 50 years) welcomes Tac H 
parties and individual visitors to this 
lovely old city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, and of the 
coast. Comfortable, modernised hotel. 
Quietsituation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and break- 
fast only. Mr Jules Lietaert, HOTEL 
JACOBS, Baliestraat 1, Bruges 9000. 
Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


HOTEL LYBEER has been a centre 
for Tac H members since 1945. 
Charles, a Toc H Builder and well 
known to many members, wel- 


comes parties and individuals. 
Charles Vanhove, Hotel Lybeer, 
Korte Vulderstraat 31, Bruges, 


Belgium. 


INSU RANCE. Toc H has made arrangements with leading 
insurers Guardian Royal Exchange to make insurance facili- 
ties available to branches of Toc H. All inquiries should be 
addressed to the Reading branch of Guardian Royal Ex- 
change Assurance Group at Reading Bridge House. 
Reading Bridge, Reading, RG1 8PU. Toc H branches will 
be able to pay their premiums direct to GRE for any 
insurances arranged. 

Insurance is a subject of such importance that we are 
pleased to be able to recommend branches to consult this 
old and established office for their insurance needs. As 
agents of GRE for many years Toc H will be able to offer 
branches premiums which will be at net terms. We have in 
mind theft, fire, motor, money and ather general business. 


INDEX 


The index to Point Three for the year 1973 is now 
available. We should be happy to send you a copy in return 
for a 3p stamp. 


FREE LEAFLETS 


You can now go ahead confidently and plan extension 
campaigns in 1974. There is a NEW and ABSOLUTELY 
FREE giveaway leaflet available from your Regional 
office. Handbill size, and containing a good general 
description of Toc H work, with a box for local 
addresses, this addition to the publicity range has been 
specially praduced to help with recruiting and in- 
formation campaigns. 

USE THE NEW FREE LEAFLETS. 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR REGIONAL OFFICE 
NOW! 


ARE YOU LISTENING? 


A series of cassette tapes about the work of the Movement in all its variety is to be 
launched this year. 


Called TOPIC ON TAPE, the first programme looks at the work of three full-time 
members of the Regional staff of Toc H, what they do, and why they do it. 


These tapes will inform and stimulate discussion in your branch and District. 
Each tape will run for about 15 minutes and provide a starting point for a discussion. 
Reserve your subscription now by using the slip below. 


The cost of a subscription to this unique training and information programme is £1.50 
per branch for a year’s supply of four tapes. 


The first titles of TOPICS ON TAPE will be: 

%* ‘What are the staff doing ?’ 

ซ # ‘Why Toc H needs you and your money’ 

% ‘Ideas for your branch programme’ 

ซะ ‘Where does your Local Authority begin and end ?' 

Don't miss out on this important addition to the life and vitality of your branch. 


Two hundred subscribers are needed to start the programme. Become a foundation 
subscriber NOW. 


ย Tell me about TOPIC ON TAPE and send me the facts sheet of the first programme. 
1 

' Name 

i Address .. 

Branch ..... ...... 


Region... 


To: Toc H Public Relations, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury HP22 6BT 
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